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Filed for intro on  05/21/2003

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 537
By  Kyle

A RESOLUTION to commend William F. McElroy, Jr. for his
honorable and astute service to the people of
Memphis.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to

specially recognize those estimable public servants who have dedicated themselves to

improving the quality of life for their fellow citizens; and

WHEREAS, William F. McElroy, Jr. is one such estimable person who evinces the

greatest integrity and probity in all his chosen endeavors; and

WHEREAS, a native of Memphis, he attended White Station Elementary School and

Germantown High School; he attended the University of Tennessee at Knoxville for two years

before returning to Memphis, where he graduated from Memphis State University; and

WHEREAS, upon his graduation, Mr. McElroy enlisted in the United States Navy in

January of 1950; he served for 46 months and 10 days with two tours in Korea, during which

time he earned the gratitude of a nation; and

WHEREAS, after his service was completed, he joined his family business, McElroy

Insurance Agency, Inc., which company he now serves as President; throughout his exemplary

tenure, he has distinguished himself as a public-spirited citizen of the highest order and as an

exceptional asset to his community; and
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WHEREAS, Mr. McElroy's remarkable success as a public servant and civic leader is

directly attributable to his reliance on the time-honored values of hard work and common sense

and his uncommon ability to work well with people from all walks of life; and

WHEREAS, he has served the Memphis community for many years and in countless

capacities; and

WHEREAS, Mr. McElroy served as President and Chairman of the Board of the Liberty

Bowl Festival Association; in the 28 years that he was associated with the Liberty Bowl, he also

served as Executive Vice-President and assistant to the Executive Director, and he was a

member of the Team Selection Committee; and

WHEREAS, he was also President and Chairman of the Board of the Memphis Chapter

of the National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame, and he currently serves that

Foundation as Executive Vice-President; for his many years of stellar service, he was chosen as

one of four outstanding Chapter Officers in 1989, and he is the recipient of the Memphis

chapter's "Distinguished American Award"; and

WHEREAS, Mr. McElroy was the first Chairman of the Board of the Highland 100, which

organization he has also served as President; and

WHEREAS, he is a member of Ramet, one of the Carnival Memphis Krewes, and has

also served as Chairman and King of Ramet; and

WHEREAS, Mr. McElroy served on the Executive Committee of the Kroger LeBonheur

Senior Challenge, and he has been involved in the Service Academy Spring Classic for the past

15 years; and

WHEREAS, he has been a member of the Board of Directors and the Gala Committee

for the Marguerite Piazza Gala for 18 years; and

WHEREAS, a former member of The Touchdown Club of Memphis and the Quarterback

Club of Memphis, Mr. McElroy was also a member of the Christian Brothers University

President's Circle; and



- 3 - 00751383

WHEREAS, he is an extremely giving person who often reaches out with compassion to

people whom life has treated unkindly, and he epitomizes the ideal of the consummate

professional, dedicated public servant, and reliable friend and neighbor; and

WHEREAS, Mr. McElroy joined the Memphis Kiwanis Club in 1957, and he has served

that organization as Vice-President and a member of the Board at various times during the past

46 years; currently serving as President, he was named "Kiwanian of the Year" for 1988-1989,

and was presented the T.G. Kirkpatrick Annual Memorial Award; and

WHEREAS, for his selfless acts of community service, he received the James W. Bodley

Americanism Award from the American Legion on November 12, 1990; and

WHEREAS, his many accomplishments aside, Mr. McElroy is fortunate to share both

love and companionship with his three children, William F. "Trip" McElroy, III, Mary Kathryn

McElroy, and Susan Tyson McElroy, each of whom have joined their father at McElroy

Insurance Agency; his beloved wife of fifty years, Mary Ann Tyson, passed on to her great

reward in April of 1994; and

WHEREAS, William F. McElroy, Jr., is wholly committed to the noble precepts of public

service that have earned Tennessee recognition as the "Volunteer State," and he should be

specially recognized; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRD GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, that we hereby commend William F. McElroy, Jr. for his honorable and astute

service to the good people of Memphis as President of McElroy Insurance Agency, Inc.,

commend him for his many acts of public service, and salute his unswerving commitment to

living the examined life with courage and conviction.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


